
 

 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

STATE BOARD MEETING 

DECEMBER 29, 2020 

 

STATE BOARD MEMBERS 

 

President: Ed Benson     Director, Region 1: Mark Stuart 

Vice President: In Memory (Jim Johnson)*  Director, Region 2: Rick Kindle  

Secretary: Stu Williams     Director, Region 3: Dennis Pangburn 

Assistant Secretary: Ron Flagel    Director, Region 4: Vacant 

Treasurer: Roy Hodgkinson    Director, Region 5: John Haffner 

Assistant Treasurer: Ron Saltgaver 

Chief Admin. Officer: Dwight Sale 

 

INVITED PARTICIPANTS PRESENT: 

Past Presidents: Dwight Sale, Derek Southern 

Committee Chairmen: Dale Decker (Policy & Procedure), Derek Southern (Nominating), Patrick Reed 

(Growth & Membership), Lee Moy (Training) 

Other Invited Participants: Carl Mason (AG), Dave Gonzales (Director Region 1, Elect), Dean Steichen 

(Chief Admin. Officer Elect) Joe Runnion (Big Sir Br. 66). 

 

President Benson called the Special Meeting of the State Board to order at 2:05 P, M. on December 29, 

2020, and it was announced that the meeting was being conducted using Zoom, in compliance with 

California Executive Order N-33-20 and the recent California Department of Public Health Directive of 

October 9, 2020, and after the Pledge of Allegiance announced the attendees of Officers and Directors 

constituted a quorum and welcomed all. 

 

 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

Secretary Williams announced that the minutes of October 30, 2020, had been circulated on Constant 

Contact, and asked for approval of the minutes as written, which was approved by unanimous voice 

vote. 

REVOCATION AND OR SUSPENSON OF BRANCH 66 (SONOMA) 

President Benson announced that the first item before the Board is the Revocation and or Suspension of 

Branch 66 (Sonoma) Charter, for failure to comply with the minimum Branch requirements. 

Secretary Williams announced that on December 10, 2020, the State Executive Committee 

recommended to State President Benson, the revocation of Branch 66 (Sonoma) Charter, based upon 

Regional Director 3, Dennis Pangburns concerns of December 7, 2020. 

Secretary Williams announced that he notified in writing (1st class mail) and Email the Branch 66 

leadership, John Long, Joseph Runnion and Marion Colony, of the reason for the action being taken 

against the Branch, the Branches right to be heard, either through appearance of a representative or by 

a letter to be received five days before the hearing on December 29, 2020, at 2:00 P.M. 

Secretary Williams announced that he spoke with Branch 66 Treasurer Marion Colony, who indicated he 

was willing to voluntarily surrender the Branch 66 Charter, however he wanted to confirm with Joe 

Runnion his willingness to voluntarily close the Branch. 

In attendance, Branch 66 leader, Joe Runnion, indicated that his membership had basically closed its 

operations because of the age of his members, lack of a quality meeting place, and his active members 

were interested in golf only. 

Secretary Williams, moved that the Charter for Branch 66 Revocation, BE REVOKED but held in 

abeyance, pending voluntary submission of their Charter within ten days (January 8, 2021), allowing the 

records to reflect that Branch 66 voluntarily surrendered its Charter, with the motion seconded by 

Regional Director Pangburn, the motion was approved by the majority of the Board. 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 2021 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President Benson announced that the next item before the Board was to administer the Oath of Office, 

and with each Officer and Director in attendance and agreeing to serve during the 2021 term, and until 

an elected or appointed successor has been installed, the following Officers were sworn in. 

  President     Stuart “Stu” Williams 

  Vice President    Rick Kindle 

  Secretary    Ron Flagel 

  Assistant Secretary   Lee Moy 

  Treasurer    Roy Hodgkinson 



  Assistant Treasurer   Ron Saltgaver 

  Chief Administrative Officer  Dean Steichen 

  Regional Director RD1   Dave Gonzales 

  Regional Director RD2   Dale Decker 

  Regional Director RD3   Dennis Pangburn 

  Regional Director Rd4   Vacant 

  Regional Director Rd5   John Haffner 

 

MEMORIAL GIFT FOR JIM JOHNSON. 

President Benson asked the Board to join with him in making a Memorial Gift for our beloved 2020 

President Elect Jim Johnson, who passed away December 11, 2020. 

President Benson suggested SirInc plant trees in the memory of Jim, which can be accomplished by 

purchasing a grove of 100 trees for $225.00. 

The trees will be planted in a forest with the greatest need, with a certificate to the family. 

All in attendance agreed with the memorial gesture, with President Benson agreeing to complete the 

process. 

 

LITIGATION UPDATE (WHITEHORES V. MARTIN) 

Secretary Williams announced that the pending litigation of Whitehores v. Martin, and the subrogation 

claim, was tentatively settled during the Mediation on December 1, 2020, and the final settlement 

awaits Court approval that the settlement was completed in good faith, 

Williams announced that with the tentative settlement, hopefully our Insurance Carrier would consider 

this favorably in our upcoming Insurance renewal in May 2021. 

 

FIRST QUARTER STATE ASSESSMENT. 

Secretary Williams, on behalf of the 2020-21 Budget Committee, announces that the committee has 

recommended forgoing the first quarter assessment, normally due and payable January 15, 2021. 

Treasurer Roy Hodgkinson advised the Board that the organization ended the year with a positive equity 

balance and forgoing the first quarter assessments would not impact the 2021 financial stability. 

President Benson announced that upon approval of the 2021 Budget, the forbearance of the first 

quarter assessment could be approved concurrently. 

 



2021 STATE BUDGET APPROVAL 

2021 State President Williams, on behalf of the 2020-21 Budget Committee, announced that on 

December 11, 2020, Treasurer Roy circulated the proposed budget, with the Budget Overview indicating 

approximately $18,500 under budget in 2020, with an additional $6,000 from custodial accounts from 

closed Branches. (See Exhibit “A”) 

2021 State President Williams moved for approval of the 2021 Budget (Exhibit A), and the forbearance 

of the first quarter assessment of 2021, by the 2021 State Board, with State Vice President Kindle 

seconding the motion, which was passed unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, President Benson adjourned the meeting of 

December 29, 2020, at 2:57 P.M. 

 

Dated January 1, 2021     /s/Stuart S. Williams 

Stuart S. Williams 

2020 Secretary 

Approved at January 21, 2021 State Board Meeting without changes.  
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